THE LIBERAL MINISTRY.                         535

try, without repudiating the Concordat, passed laws which
practically abrogated it. i. Jurisdiction of marriage affairs was
restored to the lay courts and a civil form of marriage was created
for cases where the Church refused to perform the ceremony.
2. The law on the relations between school and Church estab-
lished the principle that: " The superior direction and supervision
of education belong to the state and are exercised by the organs
which it creates for the purpose." In consequence, all public
schools were opened " to all citizens without regard to creed/'
and educational offices were declared " equally accessible to all
citizens *; churches and religious societies of all creeds received
the right to maintain private schools. 3. The law on " intercon-
fessional relations " established religious equality and recognised
the right of every "subject to choose his religion and that of his
children, to be buried in the public cemetery, and to enjoy un-
restrained freedom in religious exercises.

These laws, which were carried with difficulty through the
House of Lords (1868), put an immediate stop to the compulsive
authority of the clergy; they established freedom of religion and
made education independent of the Church. This was the chief
ground of opposition. The concordat had been a treaty between
the Emperor and the Pope: the Catholic party declared that it
could be abrogated only by a new treaty with the Pope. The
government, on the contrary, claimed, in the name of the sover-
eignty of the state, the sovereign power of regulating internal
affairs. A theoretical conflict ensued between the two" authori-
ties, state and Church. The Pope, in an address (June, 1868),
called the Constitution of 1867 "peally deplorable" (infcmda
sane) and the laws of 1868 " abominable." " By virtue of the
apostolic authority," he " rejected and condemned these laws,"
declaring them " void for the present and the future." In con-
sequence of this a number of bishops refused to issue papers in
matrimonial causes; the Archbishop of Linz, who resisted with
force, was tried and condemned, in 1869, but afterward pardoned.

The ministry had to reorganize the army and the financial sys-
tem. It adopted the Prussian system of a universal military
service of three years, but with a garde mobile, on the French plan.
The contingent was divided into two parts, one doing effective
service (tHree years in the active army, seven in the reserve, two
in the Landwehr), the other remaining twelve years in the
Landwehr. By making it a Cabinet question, the ministry se-
cured the exemption of the number of the effective forces from